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Chapter One: We Shall Return (pg. 7-19)
The book starts by describing Percy Fawcett. This man is described to be tall, and older, with a ferocious look in his eyes. This man is later said to be Colonel Percy Harrison Fawcett who was a well known adventurer throughout the world. He goes into detail as to the whereabouts of the city he is attempting to find in the center of the Amazon jungle. He has named it “Z” Percy also says who else is accompanying him on his journey, his son Jack and his son’s friend Raleigh. Jack is described as looking like a movie star. Raleigh is described as being a “born clown” who is the perfect match for Jack as he is so serious. They board the vessel the S.S. Vauban and get to roam around their quarters, when they go out to the dining room it is said that Jack has no idea how to act around women because of the standards he was raised to live by, while Raleigh is soon all over the girls. The ship now leaves and Percy describes the skyline of Manhattan with its various skyscrapers and such, he is filled with joy at the prospect of his journey.

Chapter Two: The Vanishing (pg. 19-29)
This chapter starts by describing the aspects and nuances of the Amazon River itself and how amazing it is that teeny tiny little tickles of water can form together to form the mighty Amazon which empties into the ocean. It is said that this region is difficult to explore regularly, but in the rainy season it makes it impossible. We find that it is nearly 75 years since when Percy Fawcett left on his ship destined to find the lost city of “Z” Percy never made it back from the adventure and that is why a Banker from Brazil named James Lynch, is attempting to find signs of the adventurers who pulled off the “most celebrated vanishing act of all time”. He was reported to have sent letters out of the Amazon describing his journey and letting people know how the search was going, but then the dispatches stopped, and no one knew where to find him. Fawcett had apparently kept all the details of where exactly he was going a secret so that no one could follow him. It turns out James will never get the chance to find him; they get surrounded and kidnapped by natives.
Chapter Three: The Search Begins (pg. 29-36)
The chapter begins with the author David Grann talking about how he isn’t an explorer at all. He talks about his grandfather Monya, he speaks about how his grandfather, and how one time the brakes on his bike failed while he had his friend as a passenger. They survived miraculously and that didn’t faze him, he never stopped riding after that terrible incident. A lot of this chapter is stuff that describes life in the Amazon, such as the necessity to kill off a wounded friend or a sick elderly person in order to preserve the integrity of the tribe. Most people are skeptical that a form of advanced civilization could have arisen inside the Amazon due to the harsh environment and the lack of fertile land. But certain people think such a civilization could have perhaps survived, against the odds, people such as Percy Fawcett who was in search of Z from the beginning, Z if it existed would be a place just like that. David then receives an invitation to meet with a man who might perhaps know the whereabouts of Percy or James, but only if he can travel out to a Kuikuro village in Xingu where he is currently staying.
