Nick Indrieri

Hair Essay


Hi, I’m Nick Indrieri, I graduated top of my class at Harvard in Hair Analysis and Documentation and wrote my doctoral thesis on the difference between animal and human hair samples. I’m going to explain to you the many nuances and varieties of hair and how they can be applied to solve the case at hand. 


Hair is far from simple, hair can tell you everything from the racial group of a suspect down to whether he had poppy seeds on his muffin that morning, hair is a wonderful thing, and the best part about it is that it is found absolutely everywhere. The basic layout of hair is that it is constructed of three layers consisting of the Medulla, the Cortex and the Cuticle from the inside out respectively, the Medulla is the thin inner layer which is surrounded by the much thicker Cortex which makes up the main body of the hair sample. On the outside of the hair sample you could find the Cuticle which is a   skin-like layer of the hair and is kind of like a fingerprint although a lot less unique. The Types of cuticle which could be present are Spinuous, Coronal and Imbricate. Imbricate is the only type of cuticle found within humans. 
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Hair can also tell you what substances your body has ingest up to a period of three years (If they haven’t cut their hair) or even using a method known as neutron activation analysis, where the hair is subjected to radioactive materials and then analyzed for various trace substances which can narrow down a single strand of hair to a single suspect. While analyzing hair you need to be aware of what to look for. Without a microscope you will want to see if you can determine the color and the length, also if you are able to, see if it is curly or straight.

The case at hand is a hit and run involving a white female and a white male, the white male is believed to have been on some sort of narcotic. From eyewitness accounts the suspect in question was seen to have a firearm and was only wearing underpants. Just before he assaulted the victim he was reported to have “Ripped half his damn hair out” we heard from one startled witness. He was then witnessed to have thrown the hair at the female after rubbing it vigorously on his face and self. When the first police arrived on scene they reported to have seen an excess of hair on the ground and quite a bit on the victim herself.  We believe that the suspect in questions name is Marcus Jones, we ran extensive tests on hair samples we received from him voluntarily after questioning him on the case. His hair is blonde and straight which matches the samples found on scene, and when viewed under high power microscopes revealed that the pigment formations were the same as well. However, this does not prove him guilty as there are many people with this very same hair type. We also discovered when using various toxicology tests that Marcus had been on the narcotic known as “Bath Salts” recently which matches the reports of possible drug use. We decided that there wasn’t enough evidence to prove without a doubt that this was indeed Marcus Jones’ hair; therefore, we decided that we would employ Neutron Activation to be the deciding factor. The trace elements in the hair found at the crime scene matched Marcus Jones’ hair exactly. I believe that this proves conclusively that Marcus Jones is the perpetrator in question. 
 
